
Innovative Ways to 
Teach Online II

©The Siena School 2020



Tools to Accomplish

Modeling Language 
Interactions

Explicit 
Instruction
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Practice Feedback



Technology Tools
Get Creative with Cameras
➔ Document camera and instrument to capture handwriting
➔ Use a phone to record tutorial videos
➔ Second device with a different camera angle
➔ Mirror smartphones and tablets to your computer

3

©The Siena School 2020

https://www.loom.com/share/56a9835dd5d9454388e7f1a27edf1969


Technology Tools
G Suite (or Office 365)
➔ Easy collaborative documents, spreadsheets, and slide decks
➔ Assistive add-ons like Read&Write 
➔ Templates for worksheets and graphic organizers available online
➔ Easy to make copies for students (Google Classroom)
➔ Color-coding, insert images and drawings, easily link to other resources
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1anUlEcLXT-OCx-XHB58PxzScQ10O-vxiG1mhT3i5d0g/edit?usp=sharing


Technology Tools
Graphic Organizers and Infographics
➔ Google Docs, Slides, and Sheets
➔ Google Forms
➔ Canva for charts, graphs, and infographics
➔ Powtoon and Storyboard That for organizing narratives
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1w3i4lWnpebJtmnDSl5IuMW0KvMdHDPxGRflt8LTpiwA/edit
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1gQyv8EHK_gYEG0cbh5ZTzZghJepCLw0HGdky-3zVCvA/edit#slide=id.p
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_wbXtVbHAdmLlT3BBySEV8UYbOA_49CTjEAOL-7sJ3cZCiw/viewform
https://www.thesienaschool.org/editoruploads/files/Online_Learning_Expectations_ES.png
https://viewbook.thesienaschool.org/mission/language-based-learning-differences/


Technology Tools
Mind Mapping
Online mind mapping software
➔ SimpleMind
➔ MindMup
➔ Mindomo
➔ Ayoa
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https://www.mindomo.com/mindmap/461aaebaba114258aff9a0d9db6de47a


Technology Tools
Virtual Whiteboard
Online whiteboard handwriting tools
➔ Zoom Whiteboard
➔ Whiteboard.fi
➔ Google Jamboard
➔ Google Slides
➔ Miro (100 licenses free for schools!)
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https://www.loom.com/share/9e8c7db1940b4ae2a8d7fb981650e2ca
https://miro.com/app/board/o9J_ksl3cO0=/


Technology Tools
Digital Manipulatives 
➔ Flippity
➔ Phonogram Sounds App
➔  OG Card Deck on the App Store
➔ SMARTnotebook
➔ Google Drawings
➔ Padlet
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https://www.loom.com/share/b121244234d54947a94b083c0a438bac
https://www.allaboutlearningpress.com/phonogram-sounds-app/
https://apps.apple.com/ca/app/og-card-deck/id709418432
https://padlet.com/skanter1/h4w903ldw3l60uqp


Technology Tools

Interactive Lessons
➔ PearDeck
➔ Deck.Toys
➔ SMART Learning Suite
➔ EdPuzzle interactive videos
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https://www.loom.com/share/9220641a2e4d4079822dd2f47b92c2fe
https://www.loom.com/share/af12302e5994428dafa162a5d4a22777


Technology Tools
Assistive Technology
➔ Read&Write
➔ Speech-to-Text

◆ All major word processors
◆ Mobile keyboards

➔ Mercury Reader
➔ Accessibility menu in ChromeOS
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https://www.texthelp.com/en-us/products/read-write/
https://www.loom.com/share/527fca3300e2460193df8ccb80c16fa0
https://support.google.com/chromebook/answer/177893?hl=en


Technology Tools
Feedback
➔ StrawPoll.me
➔ Zoom emojis
➔ Google Forms
➔ Video Feedback
➔ Voice notes

◆ Kaizena
◆ Read&Write
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https://www.strawpoll.me/20016829
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd2bTliAQ1Ne-i--ZaiN0RCTLslCMDzNMrgOHJdU7w22DRLwg/viewform
https://support.texthelp.com/help/can-others-add-voice-notes-to-a-shared-google-doc


PRACTICE

➔ Learning Ally 
➔ Epic 
➔ Membean 
➔ Infercabulary

➔ Quizlet
➔ Flippity
➔ Google Slides- Flashcards
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https://learningally.org/
https://www.getepic.com/
https://membean.com/
https://infercabulary.com/
https://quizlet.com/261949415/flashcards


TIPS FOR ENGAGEMENT
Students need to be seen and heard so they don't feel invisible and stay 

engaged and connected.

                          

13

©The Siena School 2020

Resources
Teach/practice inflection and 
phrasing
➔ Create new norms
➔ Survey with Google Forms
➔ Multisensory Learning
➔ Go Noodle
➔ SMART Notebook
➔ Move offline e.g. 

scavenger hunt

http://amle.org/BrowsebyTopic/WhatsNew/WNDet/TabId/270/ArtMID/888/ArticleID/1151/Creating-Norms-When-Nothing-is-Normal.aspx
https://www.thesienaschool.org/news/multisensory/
https://www.gonoodle.com/blog/4-ways-crossing-the-midline-creates-more-efficient-learners/
https://support.smarttech.com/docs/software/notebook/notebook-19/en/using/creating-lessons/add-widgets.cshtml


TIPS FOR ENGAGEMENT
Creative Assignments
Variety maintains student 
interest, e.g. accumulative 
works
➔ Sharing work
➔ Pairs in breakout 

rooms
➔ 1:1 Conferencing
➔ Performance e.g. invite 

parents to a sharing

Book Club
Remember to pin the 
student speaking
➔ Talk show with book 

characters                               
➔ Poems using 

vocabulary
➔ Postcards from a 

character
➔ Dating App Profiles
➔ Unscramble events                                    
➔ Letter to a character

Fluency Practice
Teach/practice inflection 
and phrasing
➔ Monologues
➔ Poetry
➔ Speeches
➔ Reader’s Theater
➔ Tongue Twisters
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Additional Resources
➔ Apps

◆ Apps for Dyslexia and Learning Disabilities
◆ iPad Apps for Literacy Instruction

➔ Decodable Books
◆ The Specific Learning Difficulties Association of Australia 

downloadable phonics readers 
◆ Decodable Books readinga-z.com
◆ Free Online Decodable Books
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http://dyslexiahelp.umich.edu/tools/apps
https://dyslexiaida.org/ipad-apps-for-literacy-instruction/
http://www.speld-sa.org.au/services/phonic-books.html
http://www.speld-sa.org.au/services/phonic-books.html
https://www.readinga-z.com/books/decodable-books/
https://rolls.bublup.com/abctutor/free-decodable-books


Additional Questions

➔ How can I teach online and integrate OG 
multisensory teaching strategies?

➔ How can I help my youngest students 
stay engaged?

➔ As a parent, what should my child 
practice every day?
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Additional Questions

➔ Are there any privacy concerns with 
teaching remotely?

➔ Why don't some interactive features 
work on Chromebooks?
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Additional Questions

➔ Where can I find more educational apps 
that have been professionally reviewed?
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https://www.commonsensemedia.org/app-reviews
https://www.commonsense.org/education/search?contentType=reviews


Thanks!
Interested in More Resources

Find us at:
@thesienaschool

www.thesienaschool.org
Siena’s blog
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http://www.thesienaschool.org
https://www.thesienaschool.org/news/siena-blog.cfm


Credits

Special thanks to all the people who made and 
released these awesome resources for free:
➔ Presentation template by SlidesCarnival
➔ Photographs by Unsplash
➔ Deck.Toys
➔ Loom
➔ Step Up to Writing
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http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
https://deck.toys/
https://www.loom.com/
https://www.voyagersopris.com/literacy/step-up-to-writing/overview

