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Siena Teacher Publishes Article for National Program
Sonja Hayes Tells Story of Vietham War Naval Serviceman Kylis Therod Payne

Silver Spring, Maryland, June 23, 2026 — The Siena School is
very pleased to announce that history teacher and history
department chair Sonja Hayes has published a research article

in conjunction with National History Day'’s Silent Heroes

Progrom.

Hayes's article, Kylis Therod Payne - NHD Silent Heroes,
is the culmination of months of writing and archival research.

She summarizes Payne’s early life and time in the service, as

well as contextualizes Baltimore during the Vietham Warr,

drawing on nearly 50 primary and secondary sources. “By far,
this is the best research project I've completed in years,” Hayes shared. “I'm very
excited to tell the story of one of our Silent Heroes from the Vietham War who was

from Baltimore.”

Kylis Therod Payne enlisted in the Navy at age 20 in February 1971. After training, he
was assigned to the USS Chipola in May 1971, and the ship was eventually deployed
to the Philippines as part of the Vietnam ceasefire. Payne died in June 1972, having

fallen overboard in the South China Sea. He left behind a wife and two daughters.

Hayes's work for this important historical initiative helps chronicle Payne’s life, military

service, and family, as well as quotes from two of Payne’s fellow seamen from the
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Chipola. Payne’s name is memorialized at the National Memorial Cemetery of the

Pacific in Honolulu; his family also placed a marker at Baltimore National Cemetery.

As Hayes reflected, “I want to help tell Payne’s story, in part, to
enable his remaining family members and friends to remember
him since he died so young. This is a way of telling the important

individual stories behind our history.”

Hayes was among only 60 teachers nationwide chosen for

Researching Silent Heroes, a national program of educators

tasked with providing teaching and research guidance about
American history for K-12 educators. Researching Silent Heroes is

sponsored by the American Battle Monuments Commission

(ABMC), which maintains American military cemeteries and

monuments overseas. Learn more about this national education

project on their website.

About The Siena School

Now in its 20th year, The Siena School, a national leader in dyslexia education, serves bright,
college-bound students with language-based learning differences. The school was
established in 2006 in Silver Spring, MD, where it currently serves students in grades 5-12 on its

Forest Glen campus. The Northern Virginia campus serves grades 3-12, and the newer Silver
Spring campus serves 3-4.

Siena’s staff and board of advisors include distinguished national, state, and local education
leaders and professionals. Siena’s programs are designed for students with mild (on grade
level) to moderate (two grade levels behind) needs in one or more areas such as reading,
writing, spelling, or math. For further information, visit www.thesienaschool.org.
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