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Siena Brings Powerful New Film About Dyslexia to Its Campuses This
Dyslexia Awareness Month

Local families, education professionals, and other community members are invited to a special
screening of What is dyslexia?

Silver Spring, MD, and Oakton, VA, October 1, 2026
— The Siena School is proudly bringing the short
animation, What is dyslexia?, from global charity .

Made By Dyslexia, to its campuses this Dyslexia §| siena.
Awareness Month. We'll be hosting special film

screenings on campus on October 15 during Siena
Celebration and October 21 for an evening
community event (register here for the October 21
event).

FILM PREMIERE

The film aims to change the story of dyslexia for
children and families by showing the remarkable
strengths of Dyslexic Thinking, which is recognized as [Nt
qn Officiql Ski” On Linkedln Gnd includes Creqtive dyslexic child, and everyone around them, see the brilliance of Dyslexic Thinking.

. . . . . . When October 21, 2026
thinking, commmunication and interpersonal skills, 7:00 - 8:30 PM
adaptability and resilience, and complex problem

. The Siena School
SO|V| ng. 1300 Forest Glen Road

Silver Spring, MD 20901

The screening comes at a time when 9 in 10 children
say existing definitions of dyslexia make them
scared for their future, despite Dyslexic Thinking skills being among the most
sought-after skills in today’s workplace.

Siena is hosting the film screenings in support of Made By Dyslexia’s campaign,
which will see the film appear across 100 million screens this Dyslexia Awareness
month.
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https://www.madebydyslexia.org/
https://payit.nelnet.net/form/uhmxXqvS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT
October 1, 2026 THE Dr. Joseph Fruscione

: 301) 244-36
Slena— jfruscione@thes(iegla)sciiol.ocr)g
SCHOOL.

“Siena is delighted to partner with Made By Dyslexia for this important initiative,”
shared Executive Head of School Dr. Jilly Darefsky. “Since establishing The Siena
School over 20 years ago, we've seen firsthand the many strengths and abilities
of the dyslexic community that this remarkable film highlights. Nurturing these
strengths and abilities is central to Siena’s programming.”

Starring Jeremy Irons, Liv Tyler, and Jaalen Best, alongside 13-year-old Hope Day
from York, England, What is dyslexia? follows Lola, a young girl who searches
online after learning she has dyslexia. When the information she finds paints a
bleak picture of her future, she meets a dyslexic inventor who takes her on a
journey to discover the remarkable strengths and achievements of dyslexic
thinkers, including Muhammad Ali and Henry Ford.

The film highlights that dyslexic brains process information differently, resulting in
both challenges — such as spelling, reading, and writing — and strengths,
including problem solving, imagination, and storytelling.

What is dyslexia? tells a balanced, empowering story of dyslexia — one every
child deserves to hear.

The charity is asking everyone, wherever they are across the world, to host a
screening or watch party in their school or community — or simply watch and
share the film on their social media. Schools can also use Made By Dyslexid’s free
Education Guide and take the training to earn their school’'s badge.

About Made By Dyslexia

Made By Dyslexia is a global charity led by successful dyslexics, and their mission is to teach
the world to understand the brilliance of Dyslexic Thinking and empower it in every home,
school, and workplace.

Made By Dyslexia’s bold campaigns, game-changing partnerships, and impactful resources
made in partnership with Microsoft and LinkedIn are redefining dyslexia, informing, teaching,
and inspiring a global movement for change. In 2022 their work saw Dyslexic Thinking added
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https://www.thesienaschool.org/pro/responsive/faculty/profile/?adminid=2&detailid=402675&memberid=2686
https://www.imdb.com/name/nm13955802/
https://interactive.whatisdyslexia.org/educationguide
https://interactive.whatisdyslexia.org/educationguide
https://www.madebydyslexia.org/
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/training/modules/empower-dyslexic-thinking-schools/
https://www.linkedin.com/learning/empowering-dyslexic-thinking-at-work
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as a skill on Linkedin and as a noun in the dictionary. In 2024, Made By Dyslexia launched
DyslexicU, the world's first ‘University of Dyslexic Thinking,” hosted by Open University and
available to access from all around the world.

Parents and grandparents can find lots of resources on how to spot and empower dyslexia
on the Made By Dyslexia website. The charity has also developed free training for parents and
teachers on Empowering Dyslexic Thinking, hosted by Open University.

About The Siena School

Now in its 21Ist year, The Siena School, a national leader in dyslexia education, serves
bright, college-bound students with language-based learning differences. The school
was established in 2006 in Silver Spring, MD, and serves students in grades 3-12 on

campuses in Silver Spring, Maryland, and Oakton, Northern Virginia.

Siena'’s staff and board of advisors include distinguished national, state, and local
education leaders and professionals. Siena’s programs are designed for students with
mild (on grade level) to moderate (two grade levels behind) needs in one or more areas
such as reading, writing, spelling, or math. For further information, visit
www.thesienaschool.org.
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